KERMAN
slaughter, but rejoicing in his unexpected victory,
he sent for the girl to find out the reason of her
willingness to thus betray her own people .and land
into the hands of the enemy. When brought into
his presence he was amazed at the beauty and loveli-
ness of the girl before him, and his heart went out in
great love and admiration towards her. She, still
thinking only of her own wicked infatuation, was
congratulating herself that now her heart's desire was
to be granted her, and she would soon become the
wife of the man so long idealised and idolised. But
alas ! for her fair hopes.
The genera], notwithstanding her beauty, desired
to find out what her motive was for doing as she had
done, and so he plied her with questions. "Was she
very unhappy?" "Was her father very cruel to
her ?" or " Had she done this to avenge herself for
some wrong ?" To all these she replied in the nega-
tive. " Then, in the name of wonder, what was your
reason for sacrificing father, home, country and all ?"
cried the general. " For love of you," answered the
now frightened girl, and she then told him how kind
her father had been to her, how he had done all in
his power to make her happy, and how nothing was
ever denied her that he could possibly procure, but
assured him that all this was as nothing to her com-
pared to the gyeat love which she felt towards him,
her lover, and ended by beseeching him, now that she
had sacrificed all for him, not to cast her away.
At this the general was so disgusted and enraged
with her, that he determined that she must die, and
cast about in his mind for some means of death
worthy of her selfishness and wickedness, " for," said
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